
8. Kisan Credit Card (KCC) 

In a bid to provide adequate and timely credit to the farmers for their 

agricultural expenditures, the Central government had launched 

Kisan Credit Card (KCC) scheme in the year 1998. Under the scheme, 

the Government of India provides farm credit at a very subsidised 

rate of 4 percent per annum. Since 2019, the Centre has extended 

the benefits of Kisan Credit Card to animal husbandry, dairy and 

fisheries farmers for their working capital requirement and raising the 

existing limit of collateral free loan from Rs. 1 lakh to Rs.1.60 lakh. 

As part of the Aatmanirbhar Bharat package, the Centre has 

announced to cover 2.5 crore farmers under KCC scheme with a credit 

boost of Rs 2 lakh crore through a special drive. As a result, till 

October 19, 2020, according to the Government of India’s data, the 

package has disbursed Rs. 1.35 lakh crore to 1.5 crore farmers under 

the scheme. 

9. Soil Health Card 

With an objective of conserving and maintaining soil nutrient and soil 

fertility, Soil Health Card (SHC) scheme issues soil health cards to the 

farmers every two years to provide a basis to address nutritional 

deficiencies in the fields. Under the scheme, soil testing is conducted 

to analyse the nutrient needs, then crop-wise fertilisers are 

recommended accordingly. This reduces cultivation cost by 

application of right fertilisers with right quantity. 

In the next five years, the Centre has targeted to cover 400,000 

villages under individual farm holding soil sampling and testing, 

organise 2.5 lakh demonstrations, set up of 250 village level soil 

testing labs, strengthening 200 soil testing labs and promotion of 

micro-nutrients in two lakh hectare area. 


